CONTRASTING HUMILITY AND PRIDE
The scriptures portray a contrast of the paths and the destinies of the humble and the proud. 
In this respect we can consider David's efforts to show his genuine appreciation of God's love towards him, and his humility and reverence before the Great God of Israel, culminating in God's response in making that great covenant with David concerning his son. Then, in striking contrast, we can come forward in time to the time of Christ and read how the pride, arrogance and spiritual blindness of the scribes and Pharisees eventually brought down upon their heads that terrible denunciation of the spirit of God, speaking through Christ. In each case - David in his day, and the scribes and Pharisees in theirs, the parties were Jews, of the stock of Abraham, all students of the law of God, but the first approached the matter in humility and the latter in pride, and the results we can ponder for our own guidance.


Considering the record in 2Samuel Ch 7 we might be surprised, had we been reading these things for the first time, that God should have spoken to David about raising up a king over Israel, when we remember that it was not so long before this that God had been angry with the nation for asking a king. You will remember the record: 
"The thing displeased Samuel, when they said: "Give us a king to judge us; and Samuel prayed unto the Lord. And the Lord said, hearken unto the voice of the people in all that they say unto thee; for they have not rejected thee but they have rejected me, that I should not reign over them." 
However, two very different kings are contemplated on these two occasions. What Israel craved was a man in whom they could take pride - the sort of thing they wanted, and they learnt by experience how unprofitable that was. God said later through Moses: 
"I gave them a king in mind anger, and took him away in my wrath."


But from the beginning, God purposed to raise up from among the son's of God, one who should become the captain of their salvation. This had been revealed to Adam and Eve with later amplifications of the subject to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Moses revealing that this One, although suffering for the sins of his people, would be raised up again to be their leader and their head. A priest - king after the order of Melchizedek, who would lead his true brethren and sisters and co-ordinate their labours until the whole earth is brought into that state of perfect righteousness and peace that the Great Creator intended from the beginning. A process that will continue until there is no need for even such a King, but when God shall be all in all.

Jacob had been moved to speak of this king long before the nation appeared. When he blessed his sons, he said to Judah:

"Though art he whom thy brethren shall praise…. thy fathers children shall bow before thee… the sceptre shall not depart from Judah. Nor a lawgiver from between his feet, for Shiloh shall come, and unto him shall the gathering of the people be." 
Then, 350 years later, as the young nation of Israel emerged from their Egyptian bondage, Balaam was impelled by the spirit to tell the King of Moab of the great King that would arise out of Israel:

"There shall come a star out of Jacob, and a sceptre shall arise out of Israel…. his King shall be higher than Agag (or gog), and his kingdom shall be exalted." "I shall see him, but not now. I shall behold him, but not nigh." 
Therefore, whilst God had rightly rebuked Israel's demand for a worldly monarch, his revelation to David concerned one whom the Almighty had in mind from the beginning, who would reign for God until God's glory, and not man's fills the whole earth.

The essence of acceptable approach to God must always therefore be humble recognition of his supremacy, his greatness, and his power. As he said through Isaiah: 
"The heaven is my throne and the earth is my foot stool; where is the house that ye build unto me? And where is the place of my rest? For all these things hath mine  hand made, and all those things have been, saith the Lord; but to this man will I look, even to him that his poor and of a contrite spirit, and that trembleth at my word." 
In David, God had found such a man. The incidents of his life and his mind as revealed to us in the Psalms show his consciousness of the all pervading power and presence of God, his quick understanding in the fear of the Lord, and his genuine love for God and all his ways. Unlike Saul, David always waited to consult God, even in the most urgent moment before going into battle, and he always carried out the instructions he received. Here was a man submissive to God's spirit and humble, described as "Thy servant David".

The incident that led, in an apparently natural way, to the making of God’s covenant with him, was typical of David. He had not expected any benefit; it started with a spontaneous effort to honour God in a practical way. Unlike Saul before him, David was not seeking his own honour before his people. He recognised that it was God's Kingdom and not his, and that, as such, it would not be complete until the ark of God, the meeting place between God and his people, was suitably and worthily established at the capital, at Jerusalem. We get an insight into David's thoughts at the time in Psalm 132: 
"Lord, remember David, and all his afflictions; how he swore unto the Lord, and vowed unto the mighty God of Jacob; surely I will not come into the Tabernacle of my house, nor go up into my bed; I will not give sleep to mine eyes, or slumber to my eyelids, until I find out a place for Lord, an habitation for the mighty God of Jacob." 
And so, following out this intention, we read how David made the first attempt to bring up the Ark of God. An attempt which outwardly would appear to give all the honour to God, yet he was repudiated by God in no uncertain way, because he had failed to follow the instructions of the Law. The Ark was placed on a cart and Uzzah died when he tried to steady it.  But David was - what every true servant of God should be - and man of tenacity of purpose, and this initial failure was not allowed to stop his good intentions; he used it instead as a spur to further effort. He went home and considered the matter, and thereby discovered the cause of his failure. He called the priests and the Levites. And Said: 
“Ye are the chief of the Fathers of the Levites, Sanctify yourselves, both ye and your brethren, that ye may bring up the ark of the Lord God of Israel unto the place that I have prepared for it. For because ye did it not at the first, the Lord Our God made a breach upon us, for that we sought him not after the due order." 
God is no respecter of persons - David had to learn to approach him in the proper way. So David tried again and succeeded.

But as David contemplated all God's goodness to him, he felt that he could do something more. We read:
"And it came to pass, when the king sat in his house, and the Lord had given him rest roundabout from all his enemies; that the King said unto Nathan the prophet, see now, I dwell in an House of cedar, but the ark of God dwelleth within curtains. And Nathan said to the King, go, do all that is in thine heart; for the Lord is with thee." 2 Sam. 7:1-2
Nathan unwisely counselled David to go ahead, without taking God's instructions. Once again David's good intention was apparently frustrated vs 4-5: 
"And it came to pass that night that the word of the Lord unto Nathan, saying, go and tell my servant David, thus saith the Lord, shalt though build me an house for me to dwelt in?" 
David was forbidden to build the temple for the Ark. He had shed much blood and was therefore an unsuitable instrument to undertake this work of worship and peace. But he was commended for his intention. In the parallel passage in kings we read: 
"Though didst well that it was in thine heart to build me an house to my name. Nevertheless, though shalt not build the house." 
A lesser man would have been discouraged by these continual setbacks, but David loved God, and immediately recognised the fitness of God's decision; and showed his mind by co-operating in a way which still remained open to him. It mattered not to David that another man should have the glory of building the temple - his soul concern was to advance the glory of God. And so he gathered the materials and made all the necessary preparations that another might build it.

These and many similar incidents help us to realise why God chose this man for His purpose. David was a humble, childlike, teachable man, and one who had learnt to cling to God whatever happened. David had his faults, but he truly loved God and continually turned to his service. There undoubtedly is another part of his example for us. It is so easy to get "out of step". In the truth; our failures and transgressions tend to separate us from God, but the case of David a shows also that where there is a sincere and persistent endeavour to seek God's ways, then Our heavenly Father is ever ready to help us. If we are ready to make a new start in our walk in the truth, God is always ready to forgive us our transgressions, provided we seek him in accordance with his will. It is written: "Draw nigh to God and he will draw nigh you", and we could not find and better illustration of the out working of this divine principle than in David. 
The action on David's part had been entirely spontaneous, a simple desire to honour God, and God returned his good intention upon himself. David had sought to build an house for God's glory, and God, therefore, caused the blessing to return to him in that form. We read:
"Also the Lord telleth thee that he will make thee an house. (a royal house, an eternal dynasty) and when thy days before filled, and though shalt sleep with thy fathers, I will set up thy seed after thee, which shalt proceed out of thy bowels, and I will establish his kingdom. He shall build an house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom for ever." 2Sam. 7:11

Then we notice in verses 2Sam 7:14-16 a clear indication to David of the sufferings of Christ before this great destiny could be attained. Bro Thomas renders the verse: 
"Whom, in his being caused to bow down, I will chasten with a sceptre of men and with stripes from the son's of Adam, but my mercy shall not depart away from him as I took it from Saul, whom I put away before thee. Thine house and thy kingdom shall be established for ever before thee." 
What a wonderful return for humble service; what an encouragement to work for God. In this way God blessed David and repaid his loving intentions with an everlasting blessing. This great covenant was to become thenceforward the mainspring not only of his own life, but of that of his fellow servants of all succeeding generations. David realised its fundamental importance, as we read in v18: 
"Then went King David in, and sat before the Lord, and he said who am I, oh Lord God? And what is my house, that though hast brought me hitherto? And this was yet a small thing in thy sight, Oh Lord God; but though hast spoken also of thy servants house for a great while to come." 
Again and again in the Psalms David refers to the covenant and in 2 Sam. 23, when David's life was drawing to an end, we still find this covenant of the throne and the kingdom is uppermost in his thoughts. Reading Bro. Thomas's translation: 
"Now these last words of David, are an Oracle of David son of Jessie even an oracle of the mighty man enthroned, concerning an anointed one of the Elohim of Jacob and the pleasant theme of Israel's songs. Yahweh’s spirit spake by me and his word was upon my tongue; the Elohim of Israel spake to me and the Rock of Israel said, there shall be a ruler over mankind ruling in the righteous precepts of Elohim….. and though my house is not so with Ail, yet he hath appointed for me the covenant of the Olahm, ordered in everything and sure; truly this is all my salvation and all my delight, though he cause it not to spring forth." 
David, being quick in spiritual perception, realised at once the greatness of this promise, but also that he would have to wait for its accomplishment. What about us, who are still waiting to see the fulfilment of these things? Surely David’s confidence should be our confidence, for we have far greater evidence than had David. We have the records of the prophets, most of whom came after David; and above all, the records of Christ's first coming. For one thousand years after the days of David, the coming of Christ was still a matter of faith on the part of the servants of God, but in the fullness of time he came, exactly in the way that God had foretold; first to be "Chastened with the sceptre of men and with stripes from the children of Adam"; but an assurance and a guarantee of the fulfilment of the rest of God's covenant concerning him. 

Turning over to the New Testament we have that strange contrast with the glorious things we have been considering concerning David and his house. Who would have thought to find such a record in the Gospels concerning those very men of Israel who should have been the first to welcome him. Matthew Ch. 7 for example is devoted to the denunciation of Christ's contemporaries who did not recognise his claims. It is a state of affairs which should have a sobering effect upon our minds when we realise that here is the outworking of that same nature which we all possess, where it is not governed by the spirit of God. In these Scribes and Pharisees we have to remember, here was no peculiar thing. Here were men of the seed of Abraham, the same as David, men who knew the Law of God as then revealed, but in whom, because they did not apply it sincerely and humbly in their lives, it produced that strange distortion of character which earned for them - not a blessing as in David's case - but a terrible denunciation.

The judgment of Christ, in advance, upon their lives and their ways is recorded in Matt 7:1:
"Then spake Jesus to the multitude, and to his disciples, saying, the scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat; or therefore whatsoever they bid you observed, that observed and do; but do not ye after their works; for they say, and do not." 
Here was the class of men of whom Christ said, on another occasion, "Except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven." Why then, did their association with the Holy things of Israel produce this strange result? There are only two ways in the truth; there is David's way - the way of humble and complete submission to God's will, producing a character which will ultimately secure for us the blessing of God; or there is the way of the flesh, doing the thing in our own way; as it is written, "there is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death." 
Unlike David, these scribes and Pharisees counted on their own fleshly descent from Abraham, and as a result arrived at an entirely false assessment of their own value in God's sight. Had they been sincerely endeavouring to keep the law they would have known their own weakness and have realised the need for Christ's work and sacrifice. Instead they had become proud and arrogant, a thing which God hates. Because they failed to appreciate the true nature of man and the infinite greatness of God, they went about seeking their own glory:

"But all their works they do for to be seen of men; they make broad their phylacteries, and enlarge the borders of their garments, and love the uppermost rooms at feasts, and the chief seats in the synagogue; and greetings in the markets, and to be called of men, Rabbi, Rabbi." Matt 7:5

Where David had recognised that the "word of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul", they presumed to add to their own traditions and rules until they nullified to the effect of God's word in their lives.

Now these things were written for our admonition. Their disastrous arrogance should teach us how easy it is for us to fail if we rest upon our own understanding. It is so easy with our limited mental abilities to arrive at an entirely false conclusion upon the matter. That surely is why we are commanded not to judge others and that is why we are admonished not to think more highly of ourselves than we ought. 
If we rely on the fact that we have been brought up in the truth, or been many years in the truth, or have attained a position of respect in the meeting, these things will prove more of a liability than an asset. "To this man will I look, even to him that his power and of a contrite spirit, and trembling at my word." Christ's words in Matt 7:12 are as true today as they were on the day they were first spoken: 
"And whosoever shall exalt himself shall be abased and he that shall humble himself shall be exalted." 
The trouble is that we grow used to reading the words of scripture, and forget that they are not just ordinary words, but words to be heeded as much as we value our lives. As Paul truly said: 
"The word of God is quick (or living) and powerful, and sharper than any two edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit….. and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in his sight; but all things are naked and open unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do. "
Thus it was with these scribes and Pharisees. Although the denunciation was by the Lord Jesus Christ, we know that it was the Father who spake through him, just as much as the covenant with David was given through Nathan the prophet. So Jesus said: 
"Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites; for ye are like unto whited Sepulchres, which Indeed appear beautiful outward, but are within full of dead men's bones, and of all uncleaness. Even so ye also outwardly appear righteous unto men, but within ye are full of hypocrisy." Matt 7:27

What a terrible contrast there is, in v.33, with that wonderful covenant with David: 
"Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how can ye escape the damnation of hell?" 
We think of the way of David, his humility, followed by that wonderful covenant; and the way of pride and arrogance followed by Christ's condemnation. It is not a pleasing thing to dwell upon, and yet these examples have undoubtedly been recorded for our benefit; that we might see clearly the difference between that humble mind that God requires, and that pride which he abhors, and will root out of the earth for ever.
Our path is clear; simple and careful obedience to every command of God, and let him who will be admonished heed the lessons. God has said: "Incline your ear and come unto me; here and your soul shall live; and I will make an everlasting covenant with you, even the sure mercies of David.

So now, as we turn our thoughts towards the emblems upon the table, we call to remembrance that son of David whom David himself has not yet seen, the Lord Jesus Christ. The one who showed so perfectly that spirit of meekness and humility before God. The one who was obedient to his father's will even to the death upon the cross. The one who has thereby opened up for us the way to eternal life, joy and peace in that kingdom which he will soon establish.
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