"BEHOLD, I COME QUICKLY"

This Holy book which comprises the sacred writings of Holy Scripture is precious to each one of us; every word of the original text being inspired and not one word superfluous. On that last page there occurs, twice repeated, the phrase: "Behold, I come quickly"; and then at the very end, the final words of the message: "Surely I come quickly ". To this, John adds his fervent comment: "Amen, even so, come, Lord Jesus."

Now this is a statement of fact by our dear Lord, which transcends all other news. The things which loom so big and which seems so important to the man of the world, shrink away to their proper insignificance in a mind illuminated by this grand, stirring fact, the early coming of the Lord. Tomorrow morning and men will bend their heads over the newspapers, reading the problems of the day. 
· Will Britain remain in the European Union and join the Euro?

· What is happening on the Stock Exchange? 
· What about the cost of living - can the government keep it steady?
· What will happen in the next few years? 
· Will the wars continue in the Middle East? 
And, hanging over the scene like a dark cloud is the ever- present threat of an atomic war. These things seem very important to the world but they are very insignificant to us in contrast to this great fact: "Behold, I come quickly". 
With regard to present things, the expressed mind of Jesus is that we should not be over careful or anxious about these things. We have an over-riding and urgent consideration in these pretentious days; that is the sudden termination of all our earthly affairs in the sudden coming of Christ. Christ would not have us apprehensive or fearful in these days. His voice comes across the centuries, as he intended that it should do, and we hear, Clear and unmistakable, his call now that we should look up and lift up our heads. Yes, the notable date is drawing very, very close, a day eagerly awaited by our dear Lord himself and by the angels into whose care the Saints have been committed; the day predetermined by Our Father when he shall send Jesus Christ; and he will send him with blessings untold for the faithful, and ultimately for the whole earth. And he will come not alone, but accompanied by a mighty and glorious multitude of the heavenly host. Is it not fitting that he should so come - the future king of the world, the beloved son of the great creator of the universe? And he is coming to bring redemption to every faithful pilgrim, whether now sleeping quietly in mother earth, or alive and expectant in these terminal days of man's dominion. Hence those words of Jesus at the very end of our scriptures have an urgency today greater than ever before: "Surely I come quickly." He did ask,” When the Son of man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth?" the answer is, yes, he will. There will certainly be alive on this earth when he comes, those who will be caught away into the presence of Christ to receive God's great gift. There is no question about that.

But, compared with earth’s present population of nigh on 6,500 million, the number will be very, very small. We hope to be among that that number, and we can be, if we will use the means God has given to us. But the fact that the number is so small compared with earths present population, serves but to emphasise and magnify the wonderful position of privilege to which, in God's grace, we have been called. Every brother and every sister in this hall this morning can take the words of Jesus to himself and to herself; it is though Jesus had beckoned us each, and given the personal assurance: "Fear not; it is your fathers could pleasure to give you the kingdom." but we omitted two words from Christ's saying: "Fear not, LITTLE FLOCK ". Those words are very important. It is characteristic of Christ's sheep that they hear his voice and follow him. The Good Shepherd knows his sheep, and they know him. We are not entitled to take the comfort the shepherd gives if we are not following him; if we are turning astray, if we are so absorbed in the things of the present, with its multitude of voices, that we here not the Shepherd's voice.


Well, with the master about to return, our eternal destiny so soon to be decided, surely the urgent necessity is to take an honest survey of our position, and in the light of that survey to adjust, if need be, our view point -, or correct our course; maybe to stir up our hearts and fan the embers of faith into a bright and clear burning flame. So, fearing ourselves in the spirit of earnest self examination, we start with what is in very truth a tremendous fact. Scientists today are probing further and further into the secrets of nature. With wonderful telescope's they gaze into the Stella depths - to the thoughtful mind, awe- inspiring beyond measure in their infinity of space and distance. Then with the Hubble space telescope, views of stars far beyond the range of earth bound optical telescopes can be seen. They are probing into our heavily Father’s wonderful creation, but even as they probe, they can find out nothing to about that region of light where the throne of the great eternal is; nor can they detect the presence, in any part of the universe, of the immortal, glorious heavenly host that carries out the Great Creators commands.


But in this book which is the message of the great King of the universe, we read these words, in the Book of Isaiah, chap. 57 v 15: 
"For thus saith the high and lofty one that inhabited eternity, whose name is holy. I dwell in the High had holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones." 
Here he something hidden completely from the worldly wise; unperceived by scientists and beyond the understanding of the knowledge of men. The eternal is speaking to simple earnest and humble men and women, who read and tremble at his word and he says, "I dwell with him." When Jesus was on the earth he said, "No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him; and I will raise him up at the last day." But the Father will not draw a man unless that man is of the right disposition; that is, he must be ready when he hears the call of the truth to bow humbly before the teaching of the word, to believe it and to obey from the heart. That humble and contrite spirit is very rare; it always has been rarely in the earth, but never more so since the days of Noah than it is today. 
Now that is what we meant when we remarked that the call which first brought us in contact with the truth was a tremendous fact. It was a call from the Great Creator of the universe. In his infallible wisdom and discernment He foreknew that we were each capable of receiving the truth, living the truth, and attaining to the reward of salvation. But what a responsibility a personal call from the great eternal places upon each of us. It is one of those things about which we must have a sensitive awareness. It is not a case of just drifting into the truth; it is the hand of the Almighty at work; He has called us, and in His wisdom He has considered we are capable of running the race. If we attain not to the reward in the day of inspection, it will be due to our own folly and neglect. 
When we start off on our new life after baptism, it is with the divine assurance: "I will never leave thee nor forsake the." We start with the invitation to commit our way to the Lord; to trust in Him; to acknowledge Him in all our ways. But how many, starting off with bright hopes, fall by the way. Look through the old numbers of the "Christadelphian"; those who have been in the truth many years will see familiar names of brethren and sisters who were baptised years ago. Look through the intelligence columns of our later ecclesial magazines and see the baptisms recorded. Generally there is the earnest wish expressed that the new Pilgrim, having started well will hold fast and attain to eternal life. Yet many who started well have turned away; and why is it? The pull of the world proves too strong for their under- nourished faith; the prospect of the kingdom grows dim as the daily readings are neglected, and the dazzling tinsel of the world blinds their weak sight. Others crumble under trial. Does that mean that God made a mistake in the Material he selected? No; if a man proves to be wood, hay or stubble, it is his own responsibility. Had he applied himself to the means so liberally provided by God he could have stood the fire of trial as well as the rest, and come through the fire purified as gold or silver.


And so reviewing ourselves this morning, we are accompanied of men and women of all ages. Some of us have been following the path many years, conscious of many imperfections and weaknesses, but determined with God's help to keep to the path to the end. Others have just started, and we have many dear young brethren and sisters with us. But between baptism and the kingdom there is the time of testing for every one of us; none is immune, and it is essential for our salvation. There is a battle to be fought, and onward race to run. I suppose one of the hardest precepts of all to obey in the full spirit of the precept is that one with which James opens his epistle: "My brethren, count It all joy when ye fall into diver's temptations"; or as we should say today, "When you meet various trials." That is quite contrary to the feelings of the natural man, and those feelings are very strong too; so strong indeed that if we were left to choose out our own path in life, the flesh would quickly take control and seek out a path of ease and prosperity, with good health, material security, and freedom from care and anxiety. And what sort of character would be developed under such conditions? It would be weak, unreliable, selfish, impatient, petulant, and completely useless in the day of inspection. A man or woman with such a character could not possibly be incorporated into the living Temple of the age come.


Now when we start in the race for life our character is unformed; yet in the earliest days of his novitiate the earnest candidate for life eternal gives indication of how he will turn out. He sets his course a right; he is a humble; he is a student of the word; he is regular at the meetings; not eager to get on the platform but ready with to undertake with modestly any duty to which the Ecclesia appoints him. If he continues in that way he will become a very useful brother in the truth – a man of strong faith and able to help others also. But the brother who starts off on the race hoping to get through life by an easy path, will find that there is no such path in the truth. The fact is we are very raw material at the start, and the waywardness of the flesh can only be overcome by experiences of trial and tribulation. 
Those experiences force us on to our knees to pray earnestly to God for help and guidance; we realise that of ourselves we are helpless and, like children, need the helping hand of a strong all wise father. Paul stated the matter with a earnest simplicity to brethren and sisters who had newly embraced the faith. He was in a position to speak; only recently some of those brethren had seen the apostle set upon by unbelieving Jews and stoned apparently to death, and dragged out of the city of Lystra. But in his extremity the Lord succoured Paul. He rose from the ground; and then what did he do? He came back into the city to encourage his friends, and then he set off with his friend and brother Barnabas to preach the truth in the neighbouring city of Derbe. 
There was no rest nor convalescence for Paul. His concern was not for himself but for those newly made disciples, that their faith should be confirmed and strengthened. So he returned to Lystra, where he had being so cruelly treated, then onto Iconium and Antioch. And what was his earnest exhortation:
"To continue in the faith, and that we must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God." 
The dominant fact is the kingdom of God. We have been personally called by God to be the immortal inheritors of that kingdom; and as we read day by day the sacred word, the assurances are repeated again and again by our heavenly Father - repeated to give us courage and clearer vision. There is one such assurance in our reading today from the prophecy of Isaiah: 
"He that putteth his trust in me shall possess the land, and shall inherit my Holy Mountain." 
Those words mean what they say - that if we put our trust in God today we shall indeed posses the earth and inherit God's holy mountain; and it will not be just for a few years of retirement after a life of toil, but for ever. It is this that marks very sharply the difference in outlook between the children of God and the people of the world.

A few days ago we passed through a well a known resort on the south coast, a favourite place for retired people of means. One can see the beautiful homes, well-kept lawns and shady trees, and all the outward signs of comfort and affluence. But would one of us here exchange our inheritance for such things? Not one, I am sure. The outward appearance is all right, but if one could peep within - what a difference. The owners are subject to the same bodily ills as the rest of humanity, the same disappointments and anxieties; they have almost crossed the stage of life; in a few years they'll be gone, their possessions may be sold, deaths duties take their crippling toll. They have joined the silent multitude that sleeps a perpetual sleep - they have gone, gone for ever. But for us, if we are rightly exercised by the chastening of the Lord - for verily whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth - the result will be seen in our characters. Instead of the ugly traits of the flesh; pride, impatience, selfishness, self will, there will be visible the peaceable fruit of righteousness. Our love for God will be deeper, more comprehending. We shall develop a sensitive awareness of the divine care in every experience of our lives; and outward appreciation that the trials through which we pass round off the awkward corners; and so, under the all wise hand of our father, we shall be prepared gradually for the wonderful inheritance which is in store.

Now we can see what that noble brother James meant when he said:

"Why brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into diver's temptations, knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience; but let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting that nothing."
It may be that a brother experiences trial through his own folly or waywardness. He may not charge God with responsibility for such trials; but even there, if the brother confesses his fault sincerely, God in his mercy can turn things around for good.


But surely, if we can get the reality of the kingdom so clear our minds that its joys and delights take on the solid substance in our minds which they should, then we should not chafe because we have to go through a process of preparation which we appreciate is essential if we would be meet for the masters use when he returns.

Now of course in Jesus we have a friend who knows all about the roughness of the road. For our sakes, and because of his love for us, he trod a rougher path than ever we shall traverse; and he knew before hand all the twists and turns of the road, the adversaries he would meet, the pain, the tears and the grief; he knew the artful wiles of the Devil, always ready to try and trap him - now flattering, now bitterly opposed to him. Yet never once did our Lord yield, never an inch. He cried with strong crying and tears to his father and was heard in that he feared. Jesus knew beforehand every word of Isaiah chap. 53 which speaks of His sufferings:

"He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. Surely he hath borne our grief’s and carried our sorrows; yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God and afflicted, he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities. With his stripes we are healed."
Do those words make the deep impression on walls that they should? Are we conscious of the love of God towards us implicit in the words: "Yet it pleased the Lord bruise him; he hath put him to grief." 
Had Christ not died as an offering for sin we should have been lost. It was a dark sad day a little over 2000 years ago when Jesus hung lifeless on the cross. But the glorious result will soon be seen in the earth. In Revelation Chapters 21 and 22 there is the glorious consummation:

· every tear wiped away by God
· no more crying; no sorrows or grief’s
· no more gnawing anxieties or perplexities 
· and no more death. 
And those happy millennial days will be succeeded by still more glorious times. Ugly sin with all its ugly consequences will no more stain and mar this beautiful orb; it will be in harmony with all the rest of our Heavenly Father's universe. The redeemed alone will inherit this fair earth; they will see the face of God and enjoy the most intimate and loving communion with the great eternal father.


And now, as we have met this morning with the object of calling to mind our Lords love and obedience, we think of what we might call the post millennial days. Then Jesus will be able to look back to his days of trial, his sufferings and his cruel death. He will be able to look around at the glad happy faces of his eternal companions; he gave his life for them, and now nothing will separate them for ever. 
He will survey the immortal multitude, and seeing the results of the travail of his soul - "He will be satisfied."

(1962, GMC)
(some phrases updated to take into account more recent events)






